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Why another CMS?

● Leveraging Smalltalk strengths
– obvious goal for us :)
– Smalltalk all way down to wire (incl. web server-Swazoo)

● Leveraging Aida/Web strengths
– MVC, REST, Security, Components, Ajax

● CMS framework for different CMS apps
– from blogs, forums, wikis, websites to complex 

document systems
– general enough to cover such diversity of needs

● For developers and end users
– developers, Smalltalkers to use the CMS core easily 

in their own apps
– end users, who want to tailor its CMS and  compose 

it from ready to use plugins/components (scriblets) 
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Leveraging Aida/Web

● MVC
– CMS domain model separated from presentation
– can be reusable by other "presenters"

● RESTfull, nice looking, bookmarkable URLs
– a must for CMS
– very important for SEO

● User/Group/Role support
– from simple to extensive authorization schemes

● Access control
– from ACLs to more complex access rights

● Components
– base for Scribo components named scriblets

● Ajax
– for more dynamic interaction with content
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Document

● Versioning
– support for different versioning schemes
– document can be in many versions but its URL 

always point only to the released version
– achived by swaping document identity when a 

document is released
– access previous or next version (version in 

preparation) with parameter in query part of URL:
● http://www.site.org/article.html?version=4



Document

● Lifecycle
– states during document's life
– #pending #ready #approved #released #obsolete
– can be extended and tailored

● Workflow
– managing flow of work through document 

lifecycle 
– from editing, multiperson approvals, to releasing, 
– who when what needs to do some task
– e-mail requesting for some task, 
– e-mail notifications of task done



Document

● Subdocuments
– vertical hierarchy of documents
– Folder is a subclass of Document
– Folder can contain documents or other folders
– Document can have Chapters (again subclass of 

Document)
● References

– horizontal links between documents
– also external, to pages on external websites

● Attachments
– like images, PDFs and other



Document

● Access rights
– who (user or group or role) can do what 

(workflow tasks)
● Locking

– exclusive lock of document while editing 
– you got message: "edited by <person>, wait until 

he finish" 
– when he finish, you get: "document is now ready 

for edit" 
– Implemented by so called Comet (reverse Ajax) 

technique



Document

● Multilingual support
– one document can be in more that one language 
– document has always the same URL,  regardless 

of language.
– in which language is shown depends of the 

language of an user.  
– for requesting a document in explicit language 

you can add a parameter in query part of URL: 
● http://www.site.org/article.html?language=fr

● Other
– dynamic variable
– for adding any other attributes or whatever to the 

document



Plugins

● Wiki
– main plugin. Blog and Website are based on it

● Website
– close to Wiki 
– conceptual difference between wiki and website.

● Blog
– very complete
– fully supports comments, comment timeout, RSS, 

tags, tag cloud, categories, post publication, and 
so on

● Forum
● ...



Scriblets

● components embeddable into the text
● simple way to extend Scribo
● predefined Scriblets

– {GALLERY}, {TOC}, ...
● custom Scriblets

– just implement a method returning a web 
element/component

– {#nameOfMyMethod}



Gallery Scriblet



History

● Scribo roots
– Aida since 1996
– BiArt since 2003
– BiArt: 

● document management system 
● with added business process descriptions
● designed for long term legally valid archiving
● entirely file based, any database=long-term archiving 

easy achievable



Scribo at work

● Blog: nico.bioskop.fr
● SPM - Squeak Project Manager
● BiArt/ISO Quality Management System
● www.aidaweb.si, www.swazoo.org, ...
● www.nets.si 

– templating from traditional design, scriblets
● Geomer

– management of  measures on the Slovenian gas 
pipeline 

– Scribo as the framework for specialized web app
● new Squeak website demo:

–  squeaksite.aidaweb.si



Scribo Blog



SPM (Squeak Project Manager)



www.nets.si



Future

● More dialects: 
– now Squeak and VisualWorks 
– GLASS (Gemstone Linux Aida Swazoo Smalltalk)

● more plugins
● more scriblets
● support for community web infrastructure

– SPM - Squeak Project Manager
– Squeak Code on the Web
– Squeak website (proposal)


